
https://www.nytimes.com/1976/08/04/archives/pauline-chotzinoff-73-
widow-of-critic-and-sister-of-heifetz.html

Aug. 4, 1976

See the article in its original context from

August 4, 1976, Page 31 Buy Reprints

New York Times subscribers* enjoy full access to
TimesMachine—view over 150 years of New

York Times journalism, as it originally appeared.

SUBSCRIBE

*Does not include Crossword-only or
Cooking-only subscribers.

About the Archive

This is a digitized version of an article from The Times’s print archive, before the start of online

publication in 1996. To preserve these articles as they originally appeared, The Times does not alter,

edit or update them.

Pauline Chotzinoff, 73, Widow Of Critic and Sister of Heifetz

https://www.nytimes.com/
https://store.nytimes.com/collections/new-york-times-page-reprints?utm_source=nytimes&utm_medium=article-page&utm_campaign=reprints
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/multiproduct/lp8HYKU.html?campaignId=4KKHF


Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors or other problems; we are

continuing to work to improve these archived versions.

Pauline Chotzinoff, sister of ??ascha Heifctz and widow of Samuel Chotzinoff, the pianist
and critic who was music director of the National Broadcasting Company, died yester day of
cancer at her home, at 171 West 57th Street. She was 73 years old.

Mrs. Chotzinoff was highly regarded as a pianist, and was praised by Arturo Toscani??.

As the friend of many musicians and hostess of gatherings for musicians and composers
since the 1920's she became well known in the music world for her charm and her
considerable knowledge of music.

She was urged to play professionally but refused. Her daughter, Anne Grossman, said that
one reason for her ?? to play publicly was her shyness.

Even at gatherings at her home she would play only for those she had known for a long
time.

Mrs. Cholzinoff, who was born in Vilna, Lithuania, came to the United States in 1917 and
became a citizen 10 years later. In later years she told how she became so rattled during the
questioning when she became a citizen that when she was asked what the duties of the
Mayor of New York were, she replied: “To see that everything is kept hotsy‐totsy.”

Another story Mrs. Chotzinoff told about herself was the time she found herself at a
gathering seated next to Albert Einstein. To make conversation she said she had heard he
was “interested in arithmetic.”

The mathematician asked her if she was interested in mathematics, and she replied she had
studied geometry.

“Plane geometry?” he asked. “Is there fancy geometry?” she replied.

During the 1930's she and her sister, Elza, who later married S.N. Behrman, the playwright,
were photographed for Vogue.

Mrs. Chotzinoff is survived, in addition to her brother, sister and daughter, by a son, Blair,
and four grandchildren—Robin. Jennifer and Marina Chotzinoff, and Lisa Grossman.


